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A reconnaissance survey was performed to investigate the causes of damage to wooden houses, mainly to their foundations, during
the 2007 Niigata-ken Chuetsu-oki earthquake, in Nishi-honcho, Kashiwazaki City, Japan. With the data from the field investigation,
elevation map detected from the air, and microtremor measurements performed in the damage area, the following conclusions have
been made: (1) the damage to foundations of wooden houses could be occurred due mainly to large ground deformation, (2) the
ground slope could have a significant effect on the damage levels of the foundations, (3) the elder houses could be built on the
better soil conditions, and (4) the age of houses could have an insignificant effect on their damage during the earthquake.
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