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Statistics of households with dually-employed family with

children by whole country, prefectures, municipalities

Taku NAKANO*1, Akinori KONNO™2

ABSTRACT

For the long term in Japan, government has promoted housing policies on the
premise of the Male-breadwinner Model and the acquisition of home-ownership based on
lifetime employment systems in middle-class people. In recent years, however, the number of
households in which both husband and wife work, or the number of households in DEWKs
(dually employed couple with kids) are increasing while the number of male-breadwinner
households is gradually decreasing. Under the changing family dynamics, residential
preferences that place importance on proximity to work and convenience of living are
expanding. That creates new demands for a diverse housing policy that responds to
non-traditional family structures, and also for capturing the residential status of households
based on this diversification of lifestyles and life courses.

In this research report, we contribute to the study of housing and welfare policies for
child-rearing by preparing the situation of the couple-earning household types as data
through special tabulations based on the secondary use of questionnaire information from
the government statistical surveys. The report covers the number of households with
two-parent families by nation, prefecture, and municipality from 2010 to 2020. Outlines of
the research in each chapter describe as follows.

In Chapter I, we organized the background, purpose, and methodology. Chapter II
presents the definition of "couple-earning household" and its tabulation method in this
report based on extant research. Chapter III presents the results of tabulations by nation,
prefecture, and municipality. According to these results, the number of couple-earning
households in which both spouses are full-time employees has been increasing significantly
nationwide, regardless of the age group of the children, and in some areas, it has more than
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doubled from 2010 to 2020. Chapter IV summarizes this research and provides some
commentary on the availability of the aggregate results presented in this report.

The tabular data of couple-earning households with children by a municipality
mentioned in this report presents in an annex. The data is also able to be downloaded from

the website of the Building Research Institute.

*1  Researcher, Department of Housing and Urban Planning, Building Research Institute.
Dr. Env.

*2  Researcher, Department of Housing and Urban Planning, Building Research Institute.
M. Eng.
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