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A series of investigations and studies were executed on the disaster of wood houses due to the Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake in
2004 as an emergency research founded by MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology). First,
the outline of disaster of wood houses was summarized with paying attention to the construction method of houses in the heavy
snowfall region. Next, seismic response characteristics of these wooden houses were studied based on the seismic response analyses
and the collected records of seismic response of actual houses under some aftershocks. Considering the results of these
investigations, the relationship between the wall ratio or eccentricity and the damage levels of houses was discussed. Finadly, a
proposal for proper repairing measures for damaged houses were compiled.
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